
DAVID 
LIVINGSTONE 
Blazing a trail for God in 

Africa 



Birth and 
Family 

• Born 19th March 1813 

• Raised in Blantyre and Hamilton 

• Father Neil, Sunday School Teacher and a 
member of a missionary society. 

• A home which loved books and feared God 



A  
Young Boy’s Progress 

• Aged 9 – Recited Psalm 119 with 5 errors 

• Aged 10 – Worked as a piecer and eventually 
graduated as a spinner. 

• Worked from 6am to 8pm. 

• Bought and studied Rudiments of Latin. 

• Developed an interest in animals and plants.  



Conversion 
• From age 12 he resolved to wait until the Holy 

Ghost wrought a saving change in his nature 

 

• At age 20 he later wrote: 

 I saw the duty and privilege immediately to 
accept salvation by Christ...it is ,my desire to 
show my attachment to the cause of Him who 
died for me by devoting my life to his service  



Interest in Foreign Missions 

• Read an appeal from Mr Gutzlaff  concerning 
the millions of souls in China the lack of 
preachers. 

 

• He resolved that he would give all over above 
his necessities to the cause of missions 

 

•  that the salvation of men ought to be the 
chief desire and aim of every Christian 

 

 

 

 



Medical 
 Training 

• Believing called to the missionfield he went to 
Glasgow to pursue medical studies 

 

• Working in the mill at Blantyre between 
sessions. 

 

• Financed himself through medicine. 



The London Missionary Society 

• Sent missionaries to the heathen 

 

• Accepted missionaries from different churches 

 

• Did not set up a particular form  

of church leaving it to the  

consciences of the new converts. 



Application from an  
Aspiring Missionary 

The missionary’s object is to endeavour by every 
means in his power to make known the gospel  
by preaching, exhortation, conversation,  
instruction of the young; improving, so far as in 
his power, the temporal condition of those  
among whom he labours by introducing the arts 
and sciences of civilisation, and doing everything to 
commend Christianity to their hearts and  
consciences 



Application from an  
Aspiring Missionary 

The hardships and dangers of missionary life, so 

far as I have had the means of ascertaining their 

nature and extent, have been the subject of  

serious reflection...and I have no hesitation in 

saying that I would willingly submit to them 

considering my own constitution capable of 

enduring any ordinary share of hardship or 

fatiugue 



Joseph  Moore’s Recollections 

• “There was truly an indescribable charm about 
him, which in his rather ungainly ways ... 
attracted almost everyone” 

• “He never became a preacher...” 

• I was much impressed by the fact that 
Livingstone never prayed without the petition 
that we might imitate Christ in all his imitable 
perfections 



 Future  
 Plans 

• The Opium War prevented China 

• He pursued his medical studies 

• Influenced by Robert Moffat’s South African work 

• It was settled that Livingstone should go to Africa 



FIRST PERIOD IN AFRICA 
1842 - 1856 



From His Own Pen 

 

Whatever way my life may be spent so as but to  

promote the glory of our gracious God, I feel 

anxious to do it 



From His Own Pen 

 

I frequently thought as I listened to the loud sobs, 
painfully indicative of the sorrows of those who 

have no hope 



From His Own Pen 
I have had more than ordinary pleasure in telling 

these murderers of the precious blood which 
cleanseth us from all sin.  I bless God that He 

has conferred on one so worthless the 
distinguished priviledge and honour of being the 

first messenger of mercy that ever trod these 
regions 



From His Own Pen 
 

It is a fact that the men never cry.  But 
when the Spirit of God works on their 

minds they cry most piteously 



From His Own Pen 
 

To go anywhere  

provided it be forward 



From His Own Pen 
Poor Sehamy, where art thou now? 

Wherein lodges thy soul tonight?... 

Oh, am I guilty of thy soul...Help me 

Lord Jesus...let me not be guilty of the 

blood of souls 

 



From His Own Pen 
 

I know that the gospel is the power 
of God – the great means which He 

employs for the regeneration of 
our ruined world 

 



From His Own Pen 
 

I am a missionary, heart and soul.  God had 
an only Son, and he was missionary and he 
was a physician.  A  poor, poor imitation of 
Him I am.  In this service, I hope to live, in 

it I wish to die 

 



Achievements of his First Term 

• Mission Stations at Mabotsa, Chonuane and 
Kolobeng. 

 

• Navigating a route across the continent. 



His Motivation for Exploration 

 

“Missionaries were only too ready to settle  

down and makethemselves as comfortable as 

possible, whereas the great need was for men to 

move on, to strike out into regions beyond, to go 

into all the world” (W.G. Blaikie) 

 

 



His Motivation for Exploration 

 

Future missionaries will be rewarded by 
conversions for every sermon.  We are 

their pioneers and helpers.  Let them not 
forget the watchmen of the night – us, 

who worked when all was gloom, and no 
evidence of success in the way of 

conversion cheered our paths 

 

 



Marriage 
 

 

Mary Moffatt 



On the Death of their 
Fourth Child 

 

Our last child, a sweet little girl with blue eyes,  

was taken from us to join the company of the 

redeemed, through the merits of Him of whom  

she had never heard...She uttered a piercing cry, 

previous to expiring, and then went away to see  

the King in his beauty. 



Farewell in Capetown 
1852 

 
His wife and 

children set sail 
for Britain to 
allow him to 
explore the 

interior 



Discoverer of the Victoria Falls 



Attacked at Mabotsa 

I was wondering which part of me  
he would eat first 

• Mebalwe saved 
his life 
 
•Employed with 
£12 sent by Mrs 
McRoberts 



His Hatred of Slavery 

He would 
dedicate his life 
to the abolition 
of the “curse of 
Africa”. 



100,000 Welcomes - 1856 

“You’ll never part me darling, there’s a promise 
in your eye 

I may tend you while I’m living, you may watch 
me when I die; 

And if death but kindly lead me to the blessed 
home on high, 

What a hundred thousand welcomes will await 
you in the sky” 



 A Victorian Celebrity 

•  Published his book 
• Travelled throughout GB    
and Ireland 
• Interviewed by the 
Queen 
•Agrees to head a 
Government expedition 
• 1858 – left Liverpool 
with his wife and 
youngest son – Oswell. 



The Zambesi Expedition; 1858-1864 

• Employed by the Government as an explorer 

• Searched for places to establish a mission 
colony 

• Used 3 ships – Ma-Robert, Pioneer, Lady 
Nyassa. 

• In 1864 he sailed the Lady Nyassa to Bombay 
where he was able make a sale. 



A Dark Shadow – 21st April 1862 

“I wept over her who deserved many tears.  I  

loved her when I married her, and the longer I  

lived with her I loved her the more.  God pity 

the poor children...Oh Mary, my Mary! How 

often have we longed for a quiet home...surely  

the removal by a kind Father who knoweth our  

frame means that He rewarded you by taking you to  

the best home, the eternal one in the heavens” 



Final Visit Home; 1864-1865 

• Learned of his son Robert’s death in the American 
Civil War. 

• Published a 2nd Book detailing his expedition. 
 
But I who have been intimate with Africans who 
have never been defiled by the slave trade,  
believe them to be capable of holding an 
honourable rank in the family of man 

FEAR GOD AND WORK HARD 



His Return to Africa 1865 

• To discover the 
source of the Nile. 

• Abandoned by his 
servants. 

• Suffered serious 
illness. 

• Lost for 2 years, 
presumed dead. 

 



Dr Livingstone I Presume 

•High demand for news 
of the explorer. 
•Stanley was employed 
by the New York Herald. 
•They met in Ujiji - 
1871(Tanzania) 
 
You have brought me 
new life 

“In him religion governs its loveliest features; it governs his conduct not only 
towards his servants but toward the natives, the bigoted Mohammedans, 
and all who come into contact with him” 



1st May 1972 

Writing to the New York Herald: 

 

All I can add in my loneliness is, may Heaven’s 

rich blessing come down on every one – 

American, English, or Turk- who will help heal 

the open sore of the world 



Letter to his Daughter Agnes 
15th August 1872 

 

No-one can estimate the amount of God- 

pleasing work that will be done, if, by divine  

favour, this awful slave trade, into the midst of  

which I have come, be abolished.  This will be 

something to have lived for, and the conviction  

has grown in my mind that it is for this end I  

have been detained so long 



His Death – 4th May 1873 

•He died alone 
 
•Discovered by 
an African 
attendant 
 
•Committing 
Africa to God 



An Incredible Journey 

• Heart and organs 
buried. 

 

• Body dried in sun. 

 

• For 9 months the 
Africans carried 
him to the coast. 



Funeral – 18th April 1874 



His Legacy 

“Livingstone’s work shall not die 
Africa shall live.” 

Blaikie 
 

The Spirit of missions is the spirit of our Master; 
the very genius of his religion 


